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Adrien-Maurice de Noailles was Anne-Jules de
Noailles' elder son; his father was one of the best
generals of Louis XIV's reign, and won renown
for his ability as a soldier and diplomatist. Born
in 1678, the son distinguished himself under his
father's command, in the War of the Spanish
Succession; then in 1698 he marriedMlle d'Aubigne,
Mme de Maintenon's niece.

Signal services on the Spanish, German and
Italian fronts gained him the esteem and the pro-
tection of Marshals de Villars, Catinat and Tallard.
He became Captain of the Bodyguard, and, as heir
to his father's titles and duties, in 1706 he had
a lieutenant-generalship. While commandant of
the Catalonian army four years later his reputation
was still more embellished by the taking of Gerone.

He became intimate with Louis XIV who, a few
months before his death, entrusted him with his
papers and this work containing his reflexions on
the business of kingship. The Regent appointed him
President of the Council of Finance at the age of
thirty-seven, and his overpowering popularity
roused Saint-Simon to caustic comment. Actually
nothing could be falser or more mistaken than the
portrait given by this illustrious writer; it was a
caricature imbued with violently bitter prejudice.

His place taken by Law, Noailles rose to the
ranks of the Regency Council, set up the Chamber
of Justice against tax-farmers, and banished the
prospect of bankruptcy menaced by scoundrels.

After being exiled with Aguenesseau, under the
ministry of Cardinal Dubois, the War of the Polish